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Inventory of the material donated to the National Archives on John Gunther Dean’s 
tenure as US Ambassador to Denmark: 

1975 – 1978 
 
 

Unlike the documentation on Mr. Dean’s other ambassadorial postings, all items in the 
Denmark file are unclassified.  There are no classified papers in the Denmark File.  Why? 
Because the classified material in Ambassador Dean’s personal files always remained in 
Copenhagen.  Furthermore, the number of classified documents at that post was limited.  
Few telegrams or evaluations dealing with Denmark were politically controversial.  Our 
historic relationship with Denmark was not of an adversarial nature.  Some of the more 
sensitive subjects as for example reporting on the Soviet Union or on the Eastern 
European countries under communist control was done by intelligence agencies or 
Defense Department representatives at the Embassy. 
 
This did not mean that the Embassy in Copenhagen in the 1970’s did not have a 
challenging task.  But the challenge was more explaining to the Danes – especially the 
younger generation – immediately after the Vietnam War that America remained a 
reliable, well-meaning leader of the Western world and that Denmark was a traditional, 
historic friend of America and a trusted ally in NATO.  Would it be an exaggeration to 
state that the primary role of the American Embassy I Denmark immediately after the 
Vietnam War was a public relations mission: to reassure Danes of all walks of life, and 
regardless of their interpretation of the US role in Indo-China, that the US remained a 
reliable friend in a changing world. 
 
Perhaps it was for that reason that Dean was selected by the Ford Administration to 
represent the US in Denmark.  As US ambassador to Cambodia, Dean and his American 
team in Phnom Penh had been sensitive to the sufferings of Cambodians.  His defense of 
human rights and foreign cultures was appreciated by foe and friend alike.  The 
photograph of Ambassador Dean carrying out the American flag from Phnom Penh on 
April 12, 1975 was on the cover of many magazines and newspapers around the world.  It 
symbolized US withdrawal from Indo-China.  In the spring of 1975 the picture was both 
a symbol of the failed US effort in Southeast Asia and an effort to shield the US from 
criticism for its policies.  This was also the way Dean was perceived by the Danes when 
the announcement was made of his nomination as ambassador to Copenhagen.  As the 
files on Denmark document, by 1978 – three years after the Indochina debacle - US-
Danish relations had returned to their historic closeness and mutual understanding.  
 
There was no doubt in Dean’s mind that his nomination as US ambassador to Denmark 
was a reward by the American authorities for his service in Cambodia.  The press 
coverage in the Danish and American media during his tour of duty in Copenhagen 
always reverted to Dean’s ambassadorship in Cambodia.  On the whole, the Danish press 
was very friendly to Dean, which made his task much easier. 
 
Dean was the first career Foreign Service Officer to be sent as ambassador to Denmark.  
Previously, well-known American socialites, political personalities, or corporate leaders 
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represented the US at the Court of Denmark.  As the press clippings bear out, the Danes 
appreciated having “a professional representing a powerful America in Little Denmark”, 
as if to say that Denmark was now being taken seriously as a NATO member and on the 
diplomatic scene. 
 
To show that less than 10 million Danes mattered to more than 200 million Americans, 
Ambassador and Mrs. Dean took Danish language lessons every day of their posting in 
Copenhagen.  By this effort, they tried to show the Danish people that they wanted to 
understand them better, learn more about their culture and their way of life.  America had 
emerged after World War II, and even after the Vietnam War, as the undisputed leader of 
the Free World; English was the accepted lingua franca of the world.  Learning Danish 
was meant, and interpreted by the Danes, as a compliment to them and as a reflection of 
the desire of the Ambassador to work together with the Danes as full partners.  It also 
permitted the ambassador to communicate with those who did not speak English. 
 
While in Denmark, J.G. Dean served two American administrations: one Republican and 
one Democrat.  He was appointed by President Ford in 1975 and after Jimmy Carter’s 
election to the presidency in November 1976, was reappointed in 1977 to the same 
position by the newly elected President.  Both Presidents asked Dean to continue 
America’s friendly, helpful policy toward Denmark. 
 
The Danes of nearly all political orientation reciprocated America’s policies.  The 
younger generation – especially students – appreciated the willingness of the American 
ambassador to debate and discuss controversial subjects.  But, let there be no doubt, the 
Danes – especially the younger generation – did not approve US policies in Southeast 
Asia, and did not hesitate to show their differences. The anti-American demonstration at 
the REBILD festival on July 4, 1976 was a vivid reminder of that fact. [See the 1976 
special file on that event].  
 
But equally revealing were the numerous events organized in Denmark celebrating 
America’s Bi-Centennial in 1976.  Again, the press clippings and photographs in the files 
document the efforts of both countries – the US and Denmark – to highlight the many 
historic, cultural, people-to-people links between them.  The official and highly 
successful visit of the Queen of Denmark to the US on that occasion was for the Danes 
the very symbol of the long close links between Denmark and the US.  It occurred during 
the Ford Presidency. [See 1976 special file on the visit.] 
 
Equally meaningful was the visit to Denmark of Mrs. Lillian Carter in 1978.  When she 
came to Denmark in 1978 as the mother of America’s serving President, it reminded the 
Danish public of Miss Lillian’s time in Denmark as a Peace Corps Volunteer.  This gave 
the Danish press an opportunity to show that US-Danish relations are not merely a 
political link, but a history of common bonds created by shared long term interests.  
Under these circumstances, it was a pleasure to serve as the top US diplomatic 
representative in Denmark. 
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The entire Denmark file is a hymn to long standing US-Danish friendship.  Both 
countries steered their policies after America’s failed Southeast Asian intervention 
toward working together, stressing the positive and down playing the negative.  It also 
showed the willingness of successive US administrations of helping “little Denmark” in 
various endeavors: agriculture, industry, educational exchanges, technology, defense, 
people to people exchanges, etc.  The Danes reciprocated US initiatives.  Danish 
cooperation in all areas was much appreciated by US authorities; especially Denmark’s 
understanding for US strategic interest in Greenland thereby permitting the US to fulfill 
its global responsibilities. 
 
The Denmark File – unlike the other chapters in the J.G.D. donation – does not make a 
significant contribution to understanding international politics in the second half of the 
20th century; nor does it shed light on different aspects of the US –Soviet confrontation 
during the Cold War.  Quite to the contrary, one folder documents how the American and 
Soviet ambassadors tried to find a way to demonstrate to the Danish public the policy of 
détente.  Both ambassadors had been instructed by their respective capitals to pursue that 
policy. [See 1977 file, a special folder on this event].  It is quite a coincidence that the 
Soviet ambassador to Denmark, Nikolai Egorytchev, with whom J.G.D. worked to find a 
public relations angle to demonstrate détente, later served as Soviet ambassador to Kabul 
at the very time J.G.D. was ambassador to India (1985-89).  At that time the subject of 
common interest was agreeing on a time table for Soviet military withdrawal from 
Afghanistan.  But that is a different story which is referred to in the documentation 
donated by J.G.D. to the National Archives on his assignment to India. 
 
The Denmark file may be of interest to scholars of US diplomacy or to young Americans 
aspiring to a career in the US Foreign Service.  The unclassified documentation in the 
Denmark File explains the different ways America’s top diplomatic envoy in a friendly 
European country tries to use his position and his team to strengthen US-Danish bonds in 
various endeavors.  Diplomacy is not only writing assessments on political and economic 
trends in the country of accreditation; nor reporting exclusively on meetings with VIP’s.  
It is also doing things with the people and the leaders of the country.  Here are some 
examples: promoting exports and imports; helping to start joint ventures; student 
exchange programs; cultural cooperation; harmonizing NATO weapons production; 
facilitating scientific/technological cooperation, etc.  The press clippings in the file give 
many examples of what an ambassador does in promoting US national interests and 
finding a mutually beneficial relationship with the host country. 
 
Since America is the leading country in the world at this time in history, J.G.D. believes 
the old adage remains valid: “Those who have a lot, owe a lot”.  Let us hope that America 
will live up to this responsibility in the years to come. 
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Summary of the Files donated by John Gunther Dean to the National Archives on 
his assignment as US Ambassador to Denmark: 1975 – 1978 
 
1975: 
 

1. Official White House announcement of J.G. Dean’s nomination by President 
Ford as US Ambassador to Denmark, and English-Language reaction  September 
– October 1975 

2. Announcement and photographs of the swearing-in ceremony of J.G.D. as US 
Ambassador to Denmark, Washington, D.C. – October 29, 1975 

3. Danish-Language press reaction on the nomination by President Ford of J.G.D. 
as Ambassador to Denmark – September – October 1975 

4. Presentation of Credentials to the Queen of Denmark, November 6, 1975.  File 
includes:  

a) Letters of credence 
b) Danish Court Protocol 
c) Danish press reaction on that occasion 

5. Items on J.G. Dean’s activities in December 1975 
 
1976: 
 

1. Press clippings and photographs of J.G. Dean’s activities during the period 
January – July 1976. 

2. Press clippings and photographs of J.G. Dean’s activities during the period 
August – December 1976 

3. Special folder devoted to the Bi-Centennial celebrations of US Independence in 
Denmark all during 1976. 

4. Special folder devoted to the Queen’s visit to the US on the occasion of the US 
Bi-Centennial, May 1976 

5. Special folder devoted to the 1976 REBILD festival and the anti-American 
demonstrations which took place in the presence of the Queen, July 4, 1976 

 
 
1977: 
 

1. Press clippings and photographs on J. G. Dean’s activities in Denmark during the 
period of January – May 1977 

2. Press clippings and photographs on J. G. Dean’s activities in Denmark during the 
period of June – December 1977 

3. Special file: J.G. Dean submits resignation after President Ford loses November 
1976 election and is reappointed US Ambassador to Denmark by newly-elected 
President Jimmy Carter 

4. Special file: Celebration in Copenhagen of the 25th anniversary of the 
Commission for Educational Exchange [the Fulbright Program] in the presence 
of the Queen and Senator Fulbright: October 1977 
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5. Special file: American comedians Danny Kaye and Victor Borge perform in 
Denmark and help promote friendly US-Danish relations 

6. Special file: J.G. Dean carrying out policy of détente in Denmark with Soviet 
Ambassador Nikolai Egorytchev, October 1977 

 
1978: 
 

1. Miscellaneous press clippings and papers on J.G.D.’s activities in Denmark 
during the period of January – August 1978 

2. Special file: Ambassador Dean accompanies Danish Prime Minister Anker 
Jorgensen on an official visit to the US: February/March 1978 

3. Special file: Christening by Mrs. Martine Dean of the 65,000 ton Danish built 
cargo ship “The Nelly Maersk”. May 31, 1978 

4. Special file: Resignation of J.G.D. as US ambassador to Denmark.  Some official 
and personal letters received on that occasion, May – August 1978 

5. Special file: Taking leave from Denmark.  Some American and Danish reaction 
to J.G.D.’s three years as envoy to Denmark, June – September 1978 
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Section on Denmark in the Oral History of John Gunther Dean recorded and 
published by the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training 
 
Six pages in the Oral History of J.G.D. are devoted to his tenure as ambassador to 
Denmark.  These pages are reproduced here because they help to explain the papers on 
Denmark donated to the National Archives. 
 
The inventory of the papers on Denmark donated to the National Archives starts with (i) 
Mr. Dean’s introductory remarks.  This is followed by (ii) a listing of the individual files 
according to subjects and year covered [1975, 1976 1977 and 1978].  The final section of 
this overview to the Denmark papers (iii) reproduce the 6 pages in Mr. Dean’s Oral 
History. 
 
 
 

DENMARK 
 
Well, that was the beginning of a very interesting assignment to the Court of Denmark.  I 
don’t think I got the appointment as ambassador to Denmark because of any similarities I 
might have with Hamlet.  I don’t think I had that mush of a problem making up my mind 
on decisions.  But I think there was a clear effort by the administration to reward me for 
my work as Ambassador to Cambodia, under extremely difficult circumstances. 
 
Q: You were in Denmark from when to when? 
 
DEAN: From September 1975 until the summer of 1978. 
 
Q: Who had been ambassador before you? 
 
DEAN: Ambassador Crowe.  Crowe was a political appointee who I had known socially.  
Crowe had been in the Information Service during the Second World War.  After the war, 
he served as U.S. Ambassador to South Africa, Norway and Denmark.  While in 
Denmark, his wife, who had not accompanied him to his various diplomatic postings, 
divorced him and he married a very attractive young Danish lady.  He had a child with 
her.  Later on I met the lady after Phil Crowe had died.  We helped his widow from the 
second marriage to return from the U.S. to Denmark, after Phil’s demise.  Phil Crowe 
was a well-known and likeable person. 
 
Q: Could you tell me about the political situation in Denmark when you arrived, and 
what were American interests there? 
 
DEAN: In 1975, the Vietnam War was a major subject in all of Scandinavia.  It was a 
subject where our Scandinavian friends, especially the young people, had more empathy 
for those who demonstrated against our war effort in the United States than those who 
went and were involved in the Vietnam-Indochina War.  As a result, I came with what I 
would call “baggage”.  I was at first perceived not as the guy who tried to negotiate 
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things, but as the one who had been in Vietnam with the U.S. military and had been U.S. 
Ambassador to Cambodia in the closing days of the war.  People did not pay much 
attention to my successful efforts in Laos to find a negotiated solution.  I thought that I 
should try to explain to the newspapers and young people what was our position in 
Indochina, and why we did the things we did in Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos.  In order 
to do this effectively, my wife and I took every single morning Danish lessons from 8:00 
to 9:00 at our home.  Then I went to the office.  I read Danish quite well, and spoke 
Danish outside the office as much as possible.  I visited various universities in Denmark 
to debate with students subjects of interest to them.  To the extent I could, I spoke in 
Danish.  When I felt my Danish was not good enough, I switched to English.  Since the 
young Danes spoke very good English, there was no problem of communication.  I felt it 
was important to explain the position of all parties to the conflict.  I tried to explain our 
position to those who were demonstrating against us, the young people, why we did it, 
and tried to make them understand our position.  I said that I was willing to come and talk 
and discuss all subjects with the Danish public.  This openness and willingness to discuss 
even sensitive subjects were rather well seen by the Danes.  Sure, I sometimes 
encountered Danes who accused me of being a “warrior…”   I met these criticisms by 
discussing the various different views on a subject and admitted that sometimes I had 
myself differences with the government’s policies.  I was trying to explain why we were 
doing things and the responsibilities of a major nation like the United States, which might 
be different from smaller countries with no major global responsibilities.  I used Danish 
extensively, even more so because the Danish Prime Minister at the time was very 
likeable labor leader by the name of Anker Jorgensen.  Anker Jorgensen did not speak 
much English at the time.  So, if I wanted to have a conversation on a sensitive subject, 
without the presence of an interpreter, I had to speak Danish.  The Prime Minister and I 
went on two working visits to the United States.  I would like to believe that I was able to 
convey most any thought in Danish – perhaps faulty, but fluent enough to be understood. 
 
It is important to remember that Denmark has a very close emotional relationship with 
the United States.  Denmark was at one point not always rich.  The Scandinavians 
(Norwegians, Swedes, Finns, and Danes) came in droves to the United States before the 
First World War and settled in many parts of the Middle West.  Whole cities in the U: S. 
came under Danish influence.  The Danes in Denmark frequently had relatives in the 
States.  Basically, there was absolutely no doubt that Danes liked Americans.  They may 
have had differences with our policies in some areas, as for example with the U.S. 
Government policy in Indochina, but they basically liked us.  This helped to make this 
posting a very pleasant experience.  I would like to believe that I enjoyed a good 
relationship with all the Ministers of the Danish Government.  Most of them thought that 
it was very sporting of me to try to speak Danish.  I even went on television speaking 
Danish.  I tried to convey, as U.S. Ambassador to a small country, that despite the 
difference in size and role, we wanted to work together in the mutual interest of our 
countries. 
 
My job in Denmark was made easier by the atmosphere of détente that prevailed at that 
time.  I was not known as a cold warrior.  While evacuating Cambodia, I had authorized 
taking the Tass correspondent, a Soviet citizen, out with us.  My Soviet counterpart in 



 

 

8

Denmark was a former minister or deputy minister of industry in the Soviet Union.  (I 
was going to meet up with him again in South Asia.)  When I called on all my diplomatic 
colleagues, I naturally also called on the Soviet Ambassador.  On one of our meetings, he 
said: “We should do things publicly together.  For example, let’s do a sport together.”  At 
the time, ping pong was an activity used to establish a link with continental China.  It was 
called “ping pong diplomacy”.  I asked my Soviet colleague: “Do you play ping pong?” 
“No, I don’t play ping pong.” “Do you play tennis?” “No, I don’t play tennis.” “What do 
you do?”  He replied that he rode a bicycle.  “Well, let’s both go cycling together to show 
that we are at least civil to each other.” So we went cycling together in a velodrome and 
in a public park.  Newspapers and picture magazines took photographs of the two 
ambassadors riding side by side on a bicycle.  It reflected for the public an atmosphere of 
détente.  In reality, Denmark was strategically located to keep track of Soviet shipping.  
Knowing what was going on with the Soviet fleet operating in northern Europe remained 
important for our military.  Even in time of détente, it was important to know what other 
major powers were doing or planning.  Certainly, potential adversaries or competitors 
were doing the same with movements by U.S. shipping.  Ever since the end of World 
War II, everybody was keeping track of the whereabouts and plans of submarines, and 
Denmark and the rest of Scandinavia were in an excellent geographic location to do just 
that.  But the spirit of détente clearly made it easier for Western countries and communist 
countries to interact in Scandinavia where the public opposed hard cold war 
confrontations. 
 
While in Denmark, I tried to increase the number of business ventures and trade between 
Denmark and the United States.  When the Queen of Denmark came on an official trip to 
the United States, she took a number of key Danish businessmen with her.  This gave me 
an opportunity to introduce a number of top Danes to the President of the United States.  
Among them was Maersk McKinley Moller, the owner of the world’s largest navigation 
company, who had also entered the petroleum business.  He owned at the time the Danish 
sector of the North Sea oil fields.  The mother of Mr. Maersk Moller was American, and 
during the Second World War the huge A.P.Moller fleet had sailed exclusively for the 
Allies.  More than a million tons of the A.P. Moller fleet had been sunk on behalf of the 
Allied cause by the Germans.  It was probably the greatest single contribution of 
Denmark to the Allied war effort.  Both in shipping and in oil/gas exploration around the 
world, this enlightened, pro-American industrial tycoon remained close to the U.S. until 
today.  I am proud to have known this outstanding personality who exemplifies the strong 
linkage between Denmark and the United States. 
 
Another example of my assisting business ventures between Denmark and the U.S. was 
the establishment of a factory by the Danish pharmaceutical company NOVO in North 
Carolina.  The owner of that company, Mr. Hallas-Moller, was looking around where to 
place a new plant and, after listening to many offers from different U.S. states, decided 
on North Carolina because of the factory’s links to the University.  Since then, NOVO 
has more than 30 plants around the world and is also listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 
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Perhaps the most important strategic issue I had to deal with during my tour of duty was 
the stationing of NATO missiles in Denmark and areas controlled by Denmark. 
 
Since a socialist government was in power during my tenure, I spent time on explaining 
the United States’ position on many issues, including the principle of stationing missiles 
on Danish soil.  This subject was a very important issue at the time.  The Secretary of 
State followed personally this issue.  The Danes worked closely with us and we 
succeeded to find a solution of mutual satisfaction to this problem.  One small incident 
that occurred during my tenure was the Danish celebration of our 4th of July.  Every year, 
the Danes celebrate our National Day at Rebild, a park in Denmark, to honor the U.S. 
where so many Danes have made a home for themselves since the beginning of the 20th 
century.  In 1976, America’s bicentennial, the Queen herself attended this event. 
Unfortunately, it was one year after the Vietnam War and some young people, dressed as 
Indians, staged a large anti-American demonstration on that day.  The Queen did a 
magnificent job, speaking to the crowd, to calm the unruly youngsters and to stress the 
positive elements of U.S.-Danish relations.  I also spoke in Danish, thanking Her Majesty 
for attending this bicentennial meeting, and perhaps my effort to express myself in 
Danish also helped to calm the demonstrators.  The event got a lot of coverage in the 
press.  It was at a time when young people in many countries showed their differences 
with United Stated Government policies in the developing world. 
 
In the same year, 1976, I accompanied Her Majesty and the Consort on their official visit 
to the United States, on the occasion of the 200th Anniversary of the United States.  It was 
one of the most pleasant duties you can imagine.  I accompanied Her Majesty to many 
places and represented the President outside of Washington.  One of those occasions was 
the U.S. Denmark sailing race which took place along the coast of Connecticut.  I am a 
notoriously bad sailor.  I get seasick.  It was a large sailboat with nine people on board.  
The skipper of the boat was non other than Prince Henrik, the husband of the Queen.  I 
was on board just for baggage, I think.  He came in second out of 300 sailboats, which 
was a very good showing.  At one point, I prayed: “Lord, if I don’t get seasick, when I 
get back on land I am going to show you my gratitude.”  I did not get seasick.  The Danes 
made me a member of the Copenhagen Royal Yacht Club. I showed my gratitude to 
them. 
 
I should make a little digression here.  When I presented credentials to Her Majesty 
Queen Margrethe, with her husband Prince Henrik in attendance, my wife was waiting 
outside until the end of the brief ceremony.  Then, the wife of the ambassador is asked to 
join the royal couple in a glass of champagne.  The Prince consort, Prince Henrik, is a 
Frenchman.  My French-born wife happens to know the family quite well.  As a result, 
my relationship with the Queen and her husband was perhaps a little more personal than 
with some other ambassadors.  Quite often, we were invited to play bridge with the royal 
couple in a relaxed setting.  We also saw them both during vacation time at Prince 
Henrik’s estate in southwestern France, which is located very near to where my wife’s 
family hails from.  When Prince Henrik’s parents came to Denmark we were usually 
invited to keep them company.  This cordial and relaxed relationship with the court also 
helped in solving issues which might arise between the two countries.  It also promoted 
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our business links.  When I went with Her Majesty the Queen to the United States on the 
occasion of our Bicentennial (1976), the Danish delegation included prominent Danish 
business people.  I had the opportunity to introduce some of them to the President of the 
United States.  Some significant joint ventures were started as a result of this visit. 
 
Q: The Carter administration came in.  Were there any difficulties with the Danes and 
the Carter approach to things? 
 
DEAN: No.  The Danes had a socialist government and the socialists also wanted to have 
a mutually beneficial relationship with the United States.  The geographic location of 
Denmark makes the Danes look in different directions for their political, economic, 
military, and cultural ties.  Denmark is part of the European continent.  Denmark is also 
part of Scandinavia.  Denmark’s trade is largely Germany.  Politically, the Danes are 
comfortable with the British.  Many family ties are with America.  Militarily, Denmark is 
a member of NATO.  The Danes are geographically near Eastern Europe.  Regardless of 
the political orientation of the Danish government, the Danes are part of the Western 
world and have a social conscience for the needs of the developing world.  The change of 
administration in the United States had no real impact on American-Danish relations.  We 
worked together with the Danes just as before on subjects of mutual interest.  In the 
people to people relationship, the Carter administration made a special effort.  For 
example, President Carter’s mother came to Denmark on a visit.  As a former Peace 
Corps volunteer to Denmark, her return to Denmark was a big hit.  My tenure coincided 
with an effort to overcome a period when the Vietnam experience had made some 
Scandinavians uneasy about U.S. policies.  We, in turn, put our best foot forward, 
stressing cultural cooperation, as for example Fulbright scholarships, exchange of ballet 
companies, people to people exchanges, starting joint ventures, etc.  I am still grateful 
today to the Danes for their outgoing attitude toward me.  One of my last memories of 
Denmark is an hour-long Television program in which I was interviewed in Danish, and I 
tried to explain – in Danish – U.S. actions and policies.  For my wife and me, Denmark 
was a happy posting. 
 
Q: What about during this 1975-1978 period the NATO connection with Denmark?  I was 
always told that Denmark was almost a stone’s throw from East Germany at the time, 
and really did not have much of an army.  Was there a significant neutralist government 
within Denmark? 
 
DEAN: No. I think membership in NATO was important to the Danes.  The U.S. 
Embassy had a close working relationship with the Danish army.  During my tenure, the 
U.S. Secretary of Defense came to Denmark and we attended together a joint U.S.-
Danish military exercise under the umbrella of NATO.  Our navy to navy links were 
important.  The U.S. Air Force worked with their Danish counterparts, especially on 
radar installations in Greenland.  In short, Denmark was at that time an active participant 
in NATO.  But, as you pointed out, the relationship of five million people to 250 million 
people makes for an uneven relationship.  The most powerful nation in the world is also 
an easy target for criticism, and in that respect, Denmark is no exception.  It is this gap – 
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difference – I tried to bridge by learning to speak Danish, a language spoken by less than 
10 million people.  It reflected my approach to Denmark, its government and people. 
 
In conclusion, I would say that for U.S. diplomacy, Denmark is not a difficult country.  
We are working with friends and our historic relationship with Denmark has been of a 
“family” nature.  Furthermore, I was posted in Denmark only 20 years after the end of 
World War II.  And the German occupation of Denmark and the Danish resistance to the 
Nazis were still fresh in people’s minds.  On the other hand, the United States had 
emerged from World War II as the great defender and champion of democracy and 
freedom, two values of major importance to the Danish people.  The timing of my 
posting to Copenhagen (1975-1978) was particularly propitious to a mutually beneficial 
and friendly relationship between these two countries.  It also made the work of the 
American Ambassador to Denmark much easier than my previous posting – Cambodia – 
and my next assignment as U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon, a country struggling to 
maintain its identity, sovereignty, and independence. 
 
 

End of Oral History on Denmark 
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1975 
 

1. Official announcement of J.G.D.’s nomination by President Ford as U.S. 
ambassador to Denmark, and English-language press reaction:  

 
September – October 1975 

 
1. White House Press release - September 25, 1975 
2. New York Times, September 26, 1975 – short notice on appointment 
3. Newsweek, October 13, 1975 – short article with photograph 
4. Washington Post, October 21, 1975 – short article on confirmation 
5. Press release on J.G.D. confirmed by Senate 
6. Foreign Service Newsletter – October 1975 – article entitled “Ford names     

Dean Ambassador to Denmark”. 
7. The Voice of the Nation, Bangkok, October 23, 1975 entitled “Why U.S. 

evacuation from Cambodia went smoothly”. 
8. Letter from Averell Harriman to J.G.D. dated October 25, 1975 
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1975 
 
 

2. Swearing-in Ceremony, Washington, D.C. October 29, 1975 
 

1. Press Release Department of State: “John Gunther Dean is sworn in as US 
Ambassador to Denmark”. 

2. Photograph of J.G.D. addressing friends at swearing-in 
3. Photograph of J.G.D. taking oath of office at swearing-in 
4. Photograph of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Vessey, 

congratulating J.G.D. at the swearing-in.  General Vessey and J.G.D. were 
old friends from Laos days. 
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1975 
 
 

3. Danish language press reaction on the nomination by President Ford of 
J.G.D. as US ambassador to Denmark: September – October 1975 

 
1. Announcement in the official Danish Foreign office Publication of 

J.G.D.’s appointment to Denmark – September 17, 1975 
2. Article in Danish newspaper Information, September 17, 1975 front page, 

entitled: “Veteran from Indochina expected to become US Ambassador to 
Denmark”. [with 4 page English translation] 

3. Article in Aktuelt, September 17, 1975 entitled: “He fled with his flag”. 
Picture of J-G.D. leaving Phnom Penh with flag. Danish text only. 

4. Kristeligt Dagblad - September 17, 1975 entitled: “From Cambodia defeat 
to Denmark”. Danish text only. 

5. Aoliken, September 17, 1975: “An active Ambassador”.   A description of 
J.G.D. Danish text only 

6. Jyllandsposten, September 17, 1975: “USA’s Ambassador from Cambodia 
to Denmark”. Danish text only. 

7. Minavisen, back page, September 17, 1975: “USA’s new Ambassador to 
Denmark: The man who fought Lon Nol”. Danish text only. 

8. Berlingske Tidende, page 1, September 17, 1975. Article is entitled: 
“USA’s man in Denmark chosen: J.G. Dean who took flag along from 
Phnom Penh”. Article with English translation. 

9. B.T. September 17, 1975 with picture of J.G.D. taking out the flag from 
Phnom Penh, article entitled: “He is Ford’s new man in Copenhagen”. 
With English translation. 

10. Berlingske Tidende, October 20, 1975 with picture, front page, article 
entitled: “New US ambassador to Copenhagen is an experienced man”.  
The article has a 7 page English translation attached. 

11. Copenhagen USIS message dated September 17, 1975, subject: Media 
Reaction John Gunther Dean. (2 pages) 

12. Copenhagen USIS message dated October 20, 1975 subject: Media 
Reaction John Gunther Dean 

13. Politiken, October 22, 1975 entitled: “US Ambassador at Senate 
Hearings”. With English translation. 
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4. Presentation of Credentials to the Queen of Denmark: November 6, 1975 
 

1. Letter of Credential from Gerald R. Ford addressed to Her Majesty 
Margrethe II, Queen of Denmark, of the Wends and of the Goths, 
appointing John Gunther Dean as Ambassador. (Dated October 23, 1975).  
Also letter of recall of Philip Crowe.  All letters are copies.  Originals 
were handed to the Queen. 

2. Letter from Acting Secretary of State Robert Ingersoll to J.G. Dean 
regarding his appointment to Denmark. (original copy) 

3. Letter from the Chief of Protocol of the Danish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to J.G.D. on the precise program for the presentation of 
credentials. 

4. Photograph of the Lord Chamberlain S.G. Jorgensen with J.G.D. on their 
way to Fredensborg Palace for the presentation of Credential to the Queen 
of Denmark. 

5. Danish Protocol Guide book for the presentation of credentials (in 
French). 

6. Press release by USIS of Embassy Copenhagen issued on November 4, 
1975 on J.G.D. presenting credentials.  The page and a half release is in 
Danish. 

7. Article in FYNS Tidende dated November 6, 1975 on J.G.D’s 
accreditation. (with English translation) 

8. Berlingske Tidende dated November 16, 1975 after J.G.D.’s accreditation 
ceremony. (with English translation) 

9. Aktuelt, November 6, 1975, entitled: “USA’s new Ambassador in 
Denmark: He speaks Danish, but did not wish to comment” (with English 
translation) 

10. Poliken, November 6, 1975 entitled: “New US ambassador gave speech in 
Danish”. (With English translation) 

11. Berlingske Tidende, November 6, 1975, entitled: “USA’s new man in 
Denmark” (with English translation) 

12. Jyllandsposten, November 6, 1975 entitled: “USA’s new man in 
Denmark” (with English translation) 

 
 
Comment: The press coverage in this folder reports on the period immediately following 
the Ambassador’s presentation of credentials to the Queen.  The Danish press 
emphasized J.G.D.’s service in Cambodia under difficult circumstances, and on the 
whole, the Danish media was friendly, mixed with some curiosity.  J.G.D.’s efforts with 
his wife to learn Danish was a big hit with the Danes and contributed substantially to the 
success of his mission in Denmark. 
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5. Items on J.G. Dean’s activities in December 1975: 
 

1. Article in the newspaper Politiken dated December 6, 1975 on J.G.D.’s 
effort to learn Danish. (English translation attached) 

2. Article in the German language publication Aufbau dated December 5, 
1975 on J.G.D. This publication was started by German refugees in the 
1930’s and they are proud of J.G.D.’s nomination as US ambassador to 
Denmark. 

3. Aktuelt, December 16, 1975 including picture of J.G.D. with Danish 
Minister of Education R.H. Bjerregaard.  The project calls for Danish high 
school students under the age of 21 to participate in a competition by 
writing a paper on “The Declaration of Independence – does this 
important document have any meaning today beyond its historic value?”  
Four winners will each be given a three-week trip to the US during the 
summer of 1976 to celebrate the American Bicentennial. 

4. “The Chronicle”, a publication of the American Women’s Club in 
Denmark.  Article on Mrs. Martine Dean. 
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1. Press Clippings and Photographs of J.G. Dean’s activities during the period 
 January – July 1976 

 
1. January 29, 1976: Dr. Henry Kissinger, Secretary of State visits 

Denmark.(1)Program; (2) J.G.D. talking with Dr. Kissinger at the airport – 
photograph; (3) J.G.D. and Danish Foreign Minister greeting Dr, 
Kissinger – photograph. 

2. January 30: brief article that US ambassador will start traveling in Jutland. 
(in Danish) 

3. February 20: J.G.D. and Danish minister for Commerce to explore how to 
increase Danish ham exports. (in Danish) 

4. February: article and photograph of J.G.D. visiting agricultural 
establishments in Aarhus. (in Danish) 

5. February: US Ambassador visits the tulip meat packing plant 
6. February: Another article on Danish Ham. (in Danish) 
7. February 2: J.G.D. visits Aalborg and speaks Danish fluently (Danish with 

English translation) 
8. February 1: article on J.G.D.’s travels in Jutland (Danish with English 

translation) 
9. February 3: article with picture entitled: “USA Ambassador gave speech 

in excellent Danish”. (Danish with English translation) 
10. February 12: article entitled: “US Ambassador will help jobless 

slaughterhouse workers”.  (Danish with English translation) 
11. February 17: article entitled: “Politicians to offer a hand, but there is 

nothing in it”. (Danish with English translation) 
12. February 18: article entitled: “No promises to the unemployed in via from 

the USA” (Danish with English translation) 
13. February 17: article entitled: “Effort of small companies for survival 

echoes around the country” (Danish with English translation) 
14. February 17: “USA has helped the Danes to export ham” (Danish with 

English translation) 
15. March 4: Notice from the English Institute of Copenhagen University that 

US ambassador will visit on March 5 and will answer question posed by 
teachers and students. (Danish and English) 

16. March 6: US Ambassador speech, which newspaper reports under the 
heading: “The pendulum in the USA is now swinging back towards 
center”.  (Danish with English translation) 

17. March 5: article entitled: “US ambassador lectured at Odense University 
on the topic: “Need for dialogue with younger generation”  (Danish with 
English translation) 

18. March 5: article entitled: “He took the flag out of Cambodia.  Unusual 
American diplomat as guest of students at Odense University”. (Danish 
with English translation) 
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19. April 1: article in Se og Hor Magazine with pictures which reports on 
J.G.D.’s role in Cambodia and his desire to learn Danish language so that 
he can communicate and exchange ideas with people from all walks of 
life. (Danish with English translation) 

20. April: Large photograph with the mayor of Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
Many political figures from the States with communities of Danish 
immigrants visit Copenhagen. 

21. Article with picture of a large ceramic screen offered by Denmark to the 
J.F. Kennedy Center in Washington as part of the Bicentennial 
celebration. Text in Danish. 
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2. Press clippings and photographs of J.G. Dean’s activities during the period 
of August through December 1976 

 
1. August 20, 1976: Article entitled USA Ambassador sees for himself 

Danish agricultural development. (Danish only) 
2. October 5: Article on USA’s ambassador’s speech to a Rotary Club to the 

effect that the USA supports the European Union (Community) efforts. 
(Danish only) 

3. October 5: Another article on the Rotary Club speech. (Danish only) 
4. October 15: Another speech by J.G.D. in Copenhagen and newspaper 

claims it was “in fluent Danish”. (Danish only) 
5. Military cooperation between the US and Denmark: 4 items:  

i. One page explaining this subject 
ii. Photograph of J.G.D. with head of US Air Force, General James 

iii. Article out of the December 1976 US magazine “Sea Power” 
reporting on US Secretary of Navy’s visit to Denmark 

iv. Photograph of Secretary of US Navy and J.G.D. with the top 
Danish Admirals. 

6. October: Photograph of J.G.D. with the Libyan Ambassador to show that 
US                 Ambassador maintains contact with all his colleagues. 

7. November 4: article entitled: “Ambassador sets forth his opinions in 
Danish”.  (Danish only) 

8. November 4: Article speculates on the rotation of US diplomat as a result 
of President Carter winning the election.  Will J.G.D. remain in Denmark? 
“If he is changed, we hope he will be replaced by another career officer” 
newspaper writes.  Article concludes that Danish Foreign Office is not 
always happy with political appointees who are usually sent to 
Copenhagen.” 

9. November: article in Se og Hor asking whether Jackie Kennedy Onassis 
will become next USA Ambassador to Copenhagen. (Danish only with 
pictures) 

10. November 20-21: Chicago Daily News: Friendly article on J.G.D. and 
American Embassy Copenhagen. 

11. November: Article gives details of the contract signed for the 
manufacturing in Denmark of parts for the F-16 plane. (Danish only) 

12. November 25: More details on the contracts let in Denmark for the 
manufacturing of parts for the F-16. Contracts exceed 100 million dollars. 
(Danish only) 

13. November 25: Article in which Ambassador expresses the view that after 
US withdrawal from Indochina, US-Danish relations are normal again. 

14. November 25: Another article on J.G.D.’s views on President Carter’s 
election. (in Danish, similar to the two previous articles) 
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15. December 1: Letter from Congressman Paul Simon from Illinois 
expressing his praise for J.G.D.’s performance in Denmark. 

16. December 1: Letter from Congressman Simon to the Stated Department 
praising J.G.D.’s performance. 

17. December 1: Letter from Congressman Simon to Congressman Lee 
Hamilton regarding J.G.D. 

18. J.G.D.’s Christmas letter addressed to his Danish and American colleagues 
at the American Embassy. 
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3. Special folder devoted to the Bi-Centennial celebration of US independence 
in Denmark all during 1976 

 
1. One page letter of greetings as the US commemorate America’s 200th 

anniversary 
2. Picture in Danish newspaper showing a representative of Denmark’s 

leading silver manufacturer, Georg Jensen, handing a small object linked 
to America’s Wild West to Ambassador J.G. Dean.  The theme is linked to 
America’s Bicentennial, and this token object was destined for President 
Ford. 

3. J.G.D. with one of Copenhagen’s municipal counselors looking at a photo 
exhibit organized at Copenhagen’s City Hall on the occasion of America’s 
200th birthday.  This file includes 3 photos taken on that occasion. (text in 
Danish) 

4. “Bi-Centennial News”, a 4 page publication in English. 
5. April 30: Article with picture of J.G.D. handing to the mayor of 

Copenhagen an American flag with 13 stars as part of the Bi-Centennial 
celebration. 

6. Two pages of article and pictures of the opening of an exhibit at the 
Freedom Museum in Copenhagen devoted to the subject of “the US and 
Denmark during the Second World War.” (Text in Danish) 

7. Two pictures and page from the newspaper (in Danish) with members of 
the American Legion in Copenhagen, and attending a picnic with 
American students visiting Denmark. 

8. Clippings from the Danish newspapers on celebrating the Bi-Centennial in 
Copenhagen: with the Lions Club; at the US residence. (in Danish) 

9. An article on Danish manufacturers producing a special commemorative 
plate with American flag for the occasion. (in Danish) 

10. An article in English on Bicentennial activities in Europe, including 
Denmark. 

11. A picture in Danish press of Denmark’s leading fur designer – Finn Birger 
Christiansen – celebrating America’s Bicentennial. 

12. An article with pictures reporting on the celebration of the Bicentennial at 
the American Ambassador’s residence in Copenhagen. 

13. Marine Security Guard Battalion News Letter, October 1976, entitled: 
“Denmark has flag raising ceremony” (with picture) 

14. Article in Danish newspaper with an English introduction by J.G.D. on the 
Bicentennial. June 25, 1976 

15. A small 4 page booklet put out by the newspaper Aktuelt entitled: “1776-
1976 –Denmark salutes USA” (in English) with articles by the Danish 
Prime Minister and by the American Ambassador. 

16. 3 pages from the booklet put out by the Denmark-America Foundation 
summarizing the activities on the occasion of the Bicentennial. 
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17. A 47 page booklet published by the Danish Bicentennial Committee on 
Danish activities in connection with the celebration of America’s 200th 
anniversary of its Independence. (in English) 

18. Exhibit celebrating America’s War of Independence.  Five items 
explaining an exhibit organized by an art museum in Jutland of paintings, 
drawings and antique books devoted to America’s War of Independence.  
The Ambassador loaned some of his antique books for the occasion (about 
10) which contributed to the success of the venture. 
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4. Comments on the special file entitled: “The Queen’s trip to the US on the 
occasion of America’s Bi-Centennial”: May 1976 

 
The photographs and the pictures in the magazines and newspapers in this file speak for 
themselves.  The Queen, Margrethe II, and her consort, Prince Henrik, came to the US 
during America’s Bicentennial celebration to show the long standing historic friendship 
between Americans and Danes.  America was home to many Danes who had immigrated 
to the US mainly for economic reasons. 
 
The Queen arrived by ship at Norfolk, Virginia, and visited many American cities and 
communities, often where Danes had settled.  She also made a trip to the Virgin Islands, 
which at one point in history were under Danish administration.  But the high point of the 
visit was the luncheon at the White House where she charmed President and Mrs. Ford by 
reciting a translation of a well-known Danish poem: “The Flight to America”.  In New 
York she gave a gala dinner for Danes and Americans involved with Denmark, at which 
Victor Borge, the Danish-American comedian entertained the audience. 
 
In the New York area, the Queen visited the headquarters in New Jersey of Denmark’s 
leading shipping company: the Maersk Line.  During World War II, the forerunner of the 
Maersk Line had more than 1 million tons of Danish ships sailing for the allied cause 
sunk!  It was perhaps Denmark’s greatest contribution to allied control of the Atlantic 
Ocean, an essential factor to keep the sea lanes open and for allied victory in the war. 
 
Content of the file 
 

1. Picture of the Queen of Denmark with President and Mrs. Ford. 
2. Picture of the Queen of Denmark with President Ford, Vice-President Rockefeller 

and Ambassador Dean.  May 1976 
3. Picture of Maersk McKinney Moller with J.G.D. at the Maersk Line headquarters 

in New Jersey on the occasion of the Queen’s visit to the Maersk establishment. 
4. A three page picture report on the Queen’s trip to America which appeared in 

“Illustrered Familie Journal”, June 5, 1976.  Text in Danish, but pictures give a 
good idea of the Queen’s activities. 

5. Photograph of Gala Banquet at the Waldorf Astoria on May 16, 1976 honoring 
the Queen in NY.  J.G.D. represents President Ford 

6. One page on the Gala Banquet in NY where Victor Borge entertained during the 
meal.  This accounts for the laughing in the picture.  Text in Danish. May 16, 
1976 

7. A photograph in the leading Copenhagen newspaper Berlingske Tidende dated 
June 10, 1976 announcing the return of the Queen and family to Copenhagen after 
her official visit to the US. 
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5. Comments on the Special File entitled “Rebild Festival” and the anti-
American demonstrations which took place 

 
The Rebild National Park was started in 1912 and found its roots through the desire of a 
number of Americans of Danish descendents to hold an annual reunion in the “old 
country” and with its inhabitants.  The setting for this reunion is the Rebild National Park 
situated in the heart of Jutland.  The land was presented to the Danish nation by Danish-
born Americans.  The deed of incorporation states expressly that it is a place where the 
American Independence Day (July 4) is to be celebrated.  As many as 40,000 people – 
many coming from the US – have attended in person a single July 4 festival.  The Rebild 
Society is “a non-political society with the sole aim of promoting friendship between two 
people, both equal.” 
 
The July 4, 1976 celebration took place one year after the American withdrawal from 
Southeast Asia.  It was also the year of America’s Bicentennial – 200 years of American 
independence.  The event in that year also called for the attendance of the Queen of 
Denmark and her consort, Prince Henrik.  The American Ambassador, John Gunther 
Dean, was also invited to speak on that occasion. 
 
As it turned out, the event which was to celebrate the close links between the Danish and 
American people, and to honor America’s 200 years of independence, also attracted 
critics of America who showed their opposition to certain American policies by 
disrupting the festival.  While Americans of Danish ancestry and older Danes came to 
honor the warm relationship between the two people, younger Danes had grown up 
during the years of America’s involvement in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos.  For the 
younger generation of Danes, America as the home of Scandinavian immigrants who 
built a prosperous and happy life for themselves in the New World was “old history”.  
America’s actions and deeds in Southeast Asia was more meaningful to them. 
 
To show their criticism of certain US policies, a group of young Danes disguised 
themselves as “American Indians” and interrupted the speakers at the festival.  For all 
practical purposes, they broke up the festival’s program at one point by playing “Indians 
and cowboys”, the latter role being played by the Danish police and security forces trying 
to reestablish order at the festival.  All this in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen and 
Danish TV relaying the scene to the many viewers following the largest single event in 
Denmark honoring America’s 200th birthday. 
 
But when the Queen, Margrethe II, rose to speak on this occasion, she used the moment 
to try to calm the demonstrators and to permit the program to continue.  By her very 
presence and her ability to speak to the young dissidents, she was able to address the 
meeting and restore some semblance of order to the gathering.  Ambassador Dean’s 
ability to speak in Danish came in handy.  He helped to convince the spectators that 
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America was sincere in her desire to work together with the Danes to build a better world 
for future generations. 
 
 
Content of file 
 

1. July 5, 1976 article on the celebration in the newspaper “Information” with 
picture (in Danish) 

2. July 5, 1976 picture in the newspaper “Aarhus Stiftstidende” showing from left to 
right: Frederikka Borge (daughter of Victor Borge), Victor Borge, Mrs. Borge, 
Ambassador Dean, Mrs. Dean, Prime Minister Jorgensen, Mrs. Jorgensen, Mr. 
Ravnbol and Foreign Minister K.B. Andersen. 

3. 2 pages from Se og Hor magazine on the 1976 Rebild Festival with pictures of the 
VIP’s and the demonstrators on that occasion. 

4. Booklet on the Fourth of July Celebration in 1976 on the occasion of America’s 
Bicentennial. (Danish and English) 

5. Memory Certificate – July 4, 1976 signed by the Danish Prime Minister and the 
American Ambassador. 
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1. Press clippings and photographs on J.G. Dean’s activities in Denmark 
during the period of January – May 1977 

 
1. A January 4, 1977 article in Danish with the heading: “Does he stay here, 

or is Jacky (Onassis) coming?”  Another article speculating whether 
J.G.D. will be replaced as ambassador to Denmark after the Carter victory 
at the polls in November 1976. 

2. January 14, 1977: American ambassador hands a 25,000 Krone check to a 
researcher who will travel to the US to study finance and economy.  Funds 
come from the Denmark-America Foundation. 

3. A long interview with J.G.D. in Politiken newspaper dated February 13, 
1977 entitled: “To lose one’s life, well – that is a risk one has to take”.  
Text in Danish with a 12 page translation in English. 

4. Article in Politiken dated February 16, 1977 on the Queen’s Gala evening.  
Picture shows Mrs. Dean next to the Danish Prime Minister at the table 
with the Queen of Denmark. 

5. Large photograph of dinner offered by the Queen.  Mrs. Dean sitting next 
to Danish Prime Minister at the Queen’s table. 

6. 3 page picture report on the Queen’s Gala dinner in February 1977 at 
Christiansborg Castle.  Pictures of the who’s who in Denmark.  
(Comment: This is the way the public saw “Diplomacy” and “The Royal 
Court” many years ago.) 

7. Letter in French from the Consort, Prince Henrik, to J.G.D. dated 7 March.  
(Comment: Mrs. Dean and Prince Henrik come from Southwestern 
France, and the two families had contact for many years) 

8. Article dated 6 March on J.G.D.’s willingness to solve a pension problem 
for a Dane who worked for many years in the US. (in Danish) 

9. Two articles, March 9 and March 23 on J.G.D.’s participation in 
“Greenland Day” celebration at a Danish school. (Both texts in Danish but 
1 picture) 

10. “Winner of National Trotting Race wins trip to US”.  Two articles and 1 
photograph on a popular racing event at which US Ambassador made 
remarks in Danish and gave away the prize. March 1977 

11. US Ambassador visits a Danish Secondary School and young students ask 
questions of Ambassador. April 14, 1977 

12. Letter from the Lord Chamberlain to J.G.D. about playing bridge with the 
Queen and Prince Henrik.  April 20, 1977 

13. Bulletin of the American-Scandinavian Foundation May-June 1977 
14. May 18, 1977: USA Ambassador presents two checks to two Danish 

young ladies as scholarships to travel to US for further studies.  (Text in 
Danish with English translation) 

15. May 17, 1977: More scholarships offered by the American Women’s Club 
to young Danes to study in the US. (Danish text) 
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16. Two articles of J.G.D.’s travel to the Faroe Islands located northwest of 
Scotland.  (Danish only) 

17. May 30 - Memorial Day 1977: Paying respects to those who died in battle.  
J.G.D. with American Legion veterans in Copenhagen Park. Photograph. 
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2. Press clippings and photographs on J.G. Dean’s activities in Denmark 
during the period of June through December 1977 

 
1. The Carlsberg Foundation donates 35,000 Krone for the Friendship Force.  

The article states that the Friendship Force was created by Jimmy Carter 
and his wife in 1973, and its purpose is the exchange between countries of 
people to learn more about each other. 

2. Large photograph of this project, i.e. Carlsberg director giving 35,000 for 
the Friendship Force. 

3. In 1977 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs added another position “Minister 
without portfolio”, and gave it to a very able lady Lise Osterguard, a 
professor at the university.  Picture with J.G.D. and other ambassadors. 

4. November 1 – The German language paper of Denmark – reports on 
J.G.D. visit to the Danish North Schleswig area near the German border.  
J.G.D. talks about human rights and the protection of minorities. 

5. J.G.D. speaks at the Engineering Association on October 25, 1977 
6. J.G.D. speaks to about 100 students at a high school in Fyn. October 12, 

1977 
7. Photograph of J.G.D. with famous ballet dancer from the New York 

Ballet, Barichnikov who performed in Copenhagen, and company was 
given a large reception at the Ambassador’s residence. 

8. Message from Washington dated September 28 praising US Embassy 
Copenhagen for its reporting on Mugabe visit to Denmark. 

9. Article in Jyllands Posten about critical posters which appeared in Aalberg 
before Rebild Festival.  The June 27 article bears out that not all Danes are 
always happy with the US. 

10. The 1977 Rebild Festival went smoothly.  After the July 4, 1976 
celebration which saw some anti-American demonstrations, 1977 was a 
harmonious celebration of America’s Independence Day: July 4.  Edsel 
Ford IV from the automobile dynasty was one of the honorable guests.  
The 5 page report on the 1977 “Rebild Fest” reflects the normalization of 
US-Danish public relations. 

11. J.G.D. visits a private school and exchanges views with students and 
teachers.  June 1977 just before the summer vacation. 

12. J.G.D. visits the Royal Danish Guards Association and talks also in 
Danish with Guard members.  A two page report, only partially in English. 
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3. J.G. Dean submits resignation after President Ford loses November election 
and is reappointed US Ambassador to Denmark by newly-elected President 
Jimmy Carter: January – March 1977. 

 
1. Se og Hor article December 29, 1976 entitled: “I would be pleased to stay 

in Denmark”.  Statement made is reply to question from journalist whether 
J.G.D. would get a different assignment as a result of Jimmy Carter’s 
election to the Presidency. (Danish only) 

2. Letter from J.G.D. to Philip Habib transmitting letter of resignation of 
J.G.D. addressed to the President.  January 21, 1977 

3. Letter of resignation addressed to the President dated January 21, 1977 
4. * A 4 page letter from the Prime Minister of Denmark addressed to 

President Carter dated March 2, 1977 reviewing US-Danish relations.  The 
Prime Minister also refers to the J.G.D.’s “outstanding contribution to the 
strengthening of our relations.” 

5. President Carter’s letter dated March 22, 1977 in reply to Prime Minister’s 
letter of March 2. 

6. New York Times article June 18, 1977 entitled: “Carter Ambassadors – 
competence before politics”. 

7. * Three page letter from President Carter to Ambassador John Dean dated 
October 25, 1977 in which the President sets forth his instructions on what 
he expects of his ambassadors and how to carry out their mission. 
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4. Celebration in Copenhagen, Denmark, of the 25th anniversary of the 
Commission for Educational Exchange (The Fulbright Program) in the 
presence of the Queen of Denmark and Senator J. William Fulbright: 
October 1977 

 
1. A 64 page brochure published on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of 

the Commission for Educational Exchange between Denmark and the 
USA. 

2. Brief article and picture in Aktuelt newspaper, October 15, 1977 showing 
the Queen greeting Senator Fulbright. 

3. Article in Berlingske Tidene dated October 15, 1977 entitled: “Warm 
praise for Fulbright in Copenhagen”. 

4. B.T. newspaper October 15, 1977 with pictures of different people directly 
involved in the Fulbright Program in Denmark. 

5. Her Majesty greeting the Senator and Danish minister at the ceremony at 
Copenhagen University in honor of the 25th anniversary of the Fulbright 
Program. (Photograph) 

6. Another large photograph of American and Danish personalities listening 
to a speaker at the ceremony at the University. 

 
(Comment: The Fulbright Program – also known as the Commission for Educational 
Exchange – was one of America’s finest and most effective instruments in advancing 
America’s foreign policy in the post World War II period.) 
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5. American comedians Danny Kaye and Victor Borge perform in Denmark 
and help to promote friendly US-Danish relations: 1977 

 
Victor Borge 

 
1. Photograph of Victor Borge and US Ambassador at the residence on 

September 2, 1977 at a dinner given in the beloved comedian’s honor.  
Victor Borge is truly an ambassador of the US to Denmark and an 
appreciated representative of Denmark in the US. 

2. A three page picture report on Borge’s visit to the Ambassador’s residence 
and his appearance at Tivoli Gardens.  Victor Borge’s humor and mimics 
are appreciated by Danes and Americans alike. 

 
 

Danny Kaye 
 

1. A three page picture report on Danny Kaye clowning at the residence and 
at a public concert.  He raised 100,000 Krone for UNICEF at one of his 
performances.  Most of Danny Kaye’s appearances in Denmark are linked 
to musical events. 
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6. J.G.D. carrying out policy of détente in Denmark with Soviet Ambassador 
Nikolai G. Egorytchev: October 1977 

 
As explained in J.G.D.’s Oral History (page 13 in the Introduction), and in the remarks in 
the Introduction (page 6) to the Denmark File, at one point in 1977 both the American 
Ambassador and the Soviet Ambassador to Denmark were told to find a way of 
demonstrating to the Danish public that the two major powers involved in the Cold War 
could also cooperate together.  Since Ping-Pong diplomacy had been used to show that 
the US and China could work together in sports, the US and Soviet ambassadors in 
Denmark tried to find a sport which both men practice.  It turned out that riding a bicycle 
was the only sport both men could do together.  The Danes fully supported this public 
relations exercise and gave it good publicity in the hope that it would lead to détente in 
more important fields between the two rivals in the Cold War. 
 
Content of file: 
 

1. Photograph of J.G.D. with Soviet Ambassador and Mrs. Nikolai Egorytchev taken 
at the Soviet Embassy in Copenhagen in 1977. (Comment: The two ambassadors 
met again I 1987 when Egorytchev was ambassador in Kabul (Afghanistan) and 
J.G.D. was in New Delhi, India.) 

2. Billed Bladet, two page report dated October 28, 1977.  The magazine takes credit 
for having made the arrangements for the two diplomats to cycle together in town 
as well as in a professional velodrome.  As the magazine reports, both diplomats 
were courteous to each other, and neither one tried to prevail.  Above all, the 
magazine concludes that if all confrontations between the two super powers end 
as peacefully as the cycling of the two ambassadors, the world would be a better 
place. 
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1. Miscellaneous press clippings and papers on J.G. Dean’s activities in 
Denmark during the period of January – August 1978 

 
1. April 11, 1978: Telegram from Department of State to Copenhagen 

commending the Embassy for its excellent and timely reporting on 
European Community heads of government summit.  The summit meeting 
was held in Denmark. 

2. April 28, 1978: Telegram from US Mission NATO praising the Embassy 
in Copenhagen for its reporting on the EC meeting in Copenhagen. 

3. April 29, 1978: Long article in the German language clipped from the 
prestigious newspaper “Die Welt” regarding US withdrawal from 
Southeast Asia exactly 3 years ago.  Article carries picture of J.G.D. 
leaving Phnom Penh. 

4. July 1978: A two page picture report from Se og Hor of J.G.D’s farewell 
reception. 

5. July 4 reception at Ambassador’s residence as reported by another picture 
magazine. 

6. Two pages on July 4 Celebration at Rebild.  Contrary to 1976 celebrations 
the 1978 festivities were peaceful and celebrated US-Danish friendship. 

7. Aalborg Stifstidende July 2 interview with J.G.D. what is printed in its 
entirety.  In Danish and very friendly. 

8. Berlingske Tidende article dated July 2, 1978 with picture of J.G.D.  
Article is a very friendly review of J.G.D.’s activities in Denmark. (Danish 
only) 

9. * A memorandum dated August 2, 1978 from the European Section of the 
State Department to the Administrative section of state incorporating 4 
letters in praise of J.G.D.’s performance in Denmark in J.G.D.’s personal 
file.  The following letters are attached to this memorandum: 

a. From President Carter to J.G.D. dated June 2, 1978  
b. From the Danish Foreign Minister K.B. Andersen to Secretary 

of State Cyrus Vance re: J.G.D.’s service in Denmark 
c. Telegram dated June 22, 1978 from Acting Assistant Secretary 

for European Affairs in the State Department praising the US 
Embassy in Copenhagen for its reporting on the US-EC 
relationship during the Danish Presidency of the EC. 

d. Letter from 12 American and Danish civic organizations in 
praise of J.G.D.’s performance as US Ambassador to Denmark. 
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2. Ambassador Dean accompanies Danish Prime Minister Anker Jorgensen on 
an official visit to the United States: February – March 1978 

 
1. A two page picture report in Se og Hor showing the Danish Prime 

Minister meeting different American personalities: President Carter, 
members of Congress, and personnel at the Space Defense Center.  K.B. 
Andersen, Denmark’s Foreign Minister, accompanied the Danish Prime 
Minister.  Ambassador Dean met the Prime Minister in Washington and 
accompanied him on his appointments. 

2. Invitation card by Vice-President and Mrs. Mondale for a luncheon on 
February 21, 1978 in honor of the Danish Prime Minister and his wife. 

3. Invitation card from Mrs. Cyres Vance, wife of the Secretary of State for 
Mrs. Dean to a luncheon on February 22, 1978 in honor of the wife of the 
Danish Prime Minister. 
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3. Christening by Mrs. Martine Dean of the 65,000 ton Danish built cargo ship 
“The Nelly Maersk”: May 31, 1978 

 
1. Photograph of Mr. Maersk McKinney Moller and Mrs. Moller with 

Ambassador Dean at the Residence in 1978 
2. A picture in the newspaper of the “Nelly Maersk” cargo ship which was 

christened by Mrs. Dean on May 31, 1978. 
3. * Speech by Mrs. Martine Dean on the occasion of the christening of the 

“Nelly Maersk”.  In the text of the speech, Mrs. Dean refers also to the 
large contribution to cultural cooperation between the US and Denmark 
the Maersk family makes.  Everybody knows the prominent role the 
Maersk McKinney Moller family has played in shipping and in promoting 
US-Danish links but as Mrs. Dean said: “these good relations are not 
limited to business.  They exist also in the cultural field.  When after the 
war the Marshall Plan helped Europe regain its strength, many Danes 
studied at American universities.  The American initiative found its echo 
in the Marshall scholarships which bring young Americans to Denmark to 
learn what this country has to offer.  That this is possible is largely due to 
the generosity of the fund which was established to honor Maersk 
parents.”  Mrs. Dean also pointed out in her speech that “the Nelly Maersk 
built in Lindo will show the world the hard work and ingenuity of the 
Danish people.” 

4. Article in Danish newspaper of the event.  The article deplores the 
reduction of ships being built in Denmark.  (Comment: The warm 
relationship between the US and the Maersk McKinney Moller group 
expanded after the Danish group entered the petroleum business once the 
North Sea oil/gas fields entered production.  The Moller group held 15% 
of that oil field, i.e. the entire Danish concession, at the beginning.  The 
links between the AP Moller group and the US were harmonious at all 
times, and were close under Democratic and Republican Presidents.) 
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4. Resignation of John Gunther Dean as US Ambassador to Denmark.  Some 
official and personal letters received on that occasion: May – August 1978 

 
1. * Letter from K.B. Andersen, Foreign Minister of Denmark, to Secretary 

of State Cyrus Vance dated May 22, 1978.  A highly laudatory letter on 
John Gunther Dean’s service as US Ambassador to Denmark. 

2. May 24, 1978: Message from the Acting Secretary of State Christopher 
entitled: “Rotation of Ambassadors and Deputy Chiefs of Mission”.  
Another kind message on J.G.D.’s performance in Denmark. 

3. * Two handwritten letters from Mrs. Lillian G. Carter, mother of President 
Carter addressed to Ambassador and Mrs. Dean.  One is dated May13, 
1978, the second is dated August 28, 1978 

4. * Letter from President Carter to Ambassador Dean dated June 2, 1978 
5. Letter from one of J.G.D.’s old bosses, Ellsworth Bunker, addressed to 

J.G.D., dated June 2, 1978 
6. Letter from J.G.D. addressed to Denmark’s Foreign Minister K.B. 

Andersen upon his forthcoming departure from Denmark (in Danish). 
7. Letter from the Secretary of Agriculture, Bob Bergland, to J.G.D. dated 

June 8, 1978 thanking him for the courtesies extending to him while in 
Copenhagen. 

8. Letter from former Ambassador George Kennan to J.G.D. dated June 9, 
1978 thanking him for courtesies extended to him and his wife while he 
was doing research in Copenhagen. 

9. * Letter from Alexander Haig dated June 13, 1978 addressed to J.G.D. on 
his service in Denmark: “The superb support you gave our efforts at 
EUCOM/SHAPE, one manifestation of your broad contribution to our 
relations with Denmark, is deeply appreciated here.  You have created a 
strong rapport with your host government which has served well our 
mutual interests in the security field and, undoubtedly, in other areas as 
well.”  General Haig was Supreme Allied commander of SHAPE at the 
time of writing this letter. 

10. *Cable from General Haig at SHAPE, Belgium, to Secretary of State 
Vance in Washington on J.G.D.’s service in Denmark. 

11. Letter from the Lord Chamberlain to J.G.D. dated June 19, 1978 on 
J.G.D’s service in Denmark. 

12. Letter from David Rockefeller, Chairman of the Board of the Chase 
Manhattan Bank, addressed to J.G.D. dated June 19, 1978. 

13. Letter from the Secretary of Transportation to J.G.D. dated July 24, 1978 
thanking Ambassador and Mrs. Dean for their support during his visit to 
Copenhagen. 
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5. Taking leave from Denmark.  Some American and Danish reactions to John 
Gunther Dean’s three years as envoy to Denmark: June – September 1978 

 
1. May 30, 1978: Unclassified cable from Embassy Copenhagen to USIA 

Washington entitled: “Press article on new American Ambassador in 
Denmark”.  (The new ambassador is Warren Manshel) 

2. June 30, 1978: Unclassified cable from Embassy Copenhagen to USIA 
Washington entitled: “Media reaction diplomatic changeover in 
Copenhagen”. 

3. * Jyllands Posten newspaper, June 1, 1978 entitled: “The Ambassador 
who became a friend of Denmark”.  Article starts as follows: “When the 
US Ambassador John Gunther Dean in the near future leaves his post, he 
can look back on two and a half years during which Danish opinion of the 
USA has changed for the better.” (Danish text with English translation) 

4. Aktuelt, June 14, 1978 entitled: “Dean: I leave Denmark as a richer person 
by having learned the language of the country”. 

5. Letter from the founder of NOVO Industries dated June 27, 1978.  
(Comment: This pharmaceutical company built a plant in North Carolina, 
and the stock of the company of global proportions was introduced at the 
NY Stock exchange). 

6. Inventory for the Residence dated June 1, 1978.  (Comment: A paper to 
assure that valuable items in the Residence will remain there as for 
example Audobon engravings.) 

7. Berlingske Tidende, June 30, 1978 entitled: “Diplomatic change over” 
(Danish with English translation) 

8. * Letter addressed to the Secretary of State by 13 Danish and American 
associations praising the work done by Ambassador and Mrs. Dean in 
Denmark.  Also J.G.D.’s letter of farewell. (English) 

9. Danish newspaper article entitled: “Many thanks, Ambassador”. (Danish 
text only) 

10. Photograph of J.G.D. with Prime Minister Anker Jorgensen at 
Ambassador Dean’s Farewell reception, June 26, 1978. 

11. Letter from the Director of Tivoli to J.G.D. dated June 1, 1978. 
12. Memorandum from the State Department in Washington to J.G.D. 

informing him that the Danish-American Society wishes to bestow on 
J.G.D. its “Man of the Year” award. 

13. Letter from the Danish-American Society in New York wishing to bestow 
on J.G.D. its “Man of the Year” award. 

14. Card from 12 organizations in Denmark thanking Ambassador and Mrs. 
Dean for their services in Denmark. 


